World\Water 22" MARCH

2024
Theme: “ Water for Peace'”

World Water Day is observed on 22" March, it serves as a
poignant reminder of the critical importance of freshwater
resources In sustaining life, supporting ecosystems, and
driving socio-economic development. Against the backdrop
of mounting water scarcity challenges worsened by climate
change, this day calls for urgent action to address
water-related issues and promote water security for all. It
provides a global platform to raise awareness about the
significance of equitable access to clean water and sanitation,
particularly for marginalized communities and vulnerable
populations.

World Water Day seeks to urge collective efforts towards
water conservation, efficient water use, and sustainable
management practices to safeguard freshwater ecosystems
and ensure the availability of safe and reliable water supplies
for present and future generations. It emphasizes the
interconnectedness of water with various aspects of human
well-being, environmental health, and sustainable
development, emphasizing the need for Iintegrated
approaches and collaborative solutions to tackle water
challenges on a local, national, and global scale.

Theme for World Water Day

World Water Day's theme of "Water for Peace™ reinforces
the indispensable role of water in fostering harmony among
nations and communities. Access to clean water is not merely
a basic human right; it is also a cornerstone for conflict
resolution, sustainable development, and peaceful
coexistence. By prioritizing equitable water distribution,




promoting dialogue, and implementing effective water
management strategies, it can mitigate tensions arising from
scarcity and ensure that water catalyzes cooperation rather
than contention.

Water is not only a resource to be used and competed
over — itis a human right, intrinsic to every aspect of life. This
World Water Day, we all need to unite around water and use
water for peace, laying the foundations of a more stable and
prosperous tomorrow.

Key points for World Water Day, 2024

® Water can create peace or spark conflict: Water's availability
can either foster peace or ignite conflict. Scarcity,
pollution, and unequal access often breed tensions.
Through collaborative efforts, however, we can ensure
fair distribution and mitigate global instability.

® Prosperity and peace rely on water: The foundations of
prosperity and peace rest upon water management.
Amidst the challenges of climate change, mass
migration, and political upheaval, prioritizing water
cooperation becomes imperative for sustainable
development.

Water canlead us out of crisis: Water serves as a pathway out
of crises. By championing equitable and sustainable
water usage, we can nurture harmony among
communities and nations. This journey towards unity
spans from international agreements under the United
Nations to grassroots initiatives at the local level.



Reasons for Water Pollution

¢ Industrial Waste: Discharge of untreated or poorly treated
industrial effluents containing chemicals, heavy metals,
and toxins directly into water bodies.

¢ Agricultural Waste: Pesticides, fertilizers, and animal waste

from agricultural activities wash into rivers and lakes,
contaminating water sources.

& Urhan Waste: Stormwater runoff from urban areas carries

pollutants like oil, grease, trash, and chemicals into water
bodies and causes water pollution.

¢ Sewage Disposal: Inadequate sewage treatment facilities or
iImproper disposal of sewage can lead to contamination
of water sources with harmful pathogens and nutrients.

¢ Mining Activities: Mining operations can release sediments,
heavy metals, and other pollutants into nearby water
bodies, causing significant pollution.

¢ Plastic Pollution: Improper disposal and accumulation of
plastic waste In water bodies pose serious threats to
aquatic life and ecosystem health.

¢ 0il Spills: Accidental or deliberate oil spills from ships,
pipelines, or offshore drilling rigs can have catastrophic
effects on marine ecosystems and water quality.

DID YOU KI\IOW?

There are an estimated 326 million
trillion gallons of water on our planet.




Five Ways to Reduce Water Pollution

1. Dispose of Hazardous Waste Properly: Dispose of all waste,
Including household chemicals, paints, oils, and other
hazardous materials, at designated disposal sites rather
than pouring them down drains or into water bodies,
preventing contamination.

2. Reduce Waste Generation: Minimize waste generation by
adopting practices such as recycling materials, using
reusable products, and choosing products with minimal
packaging to minimize the amount of waste produced,
thus reducing potential pollutants in waterways.

3. Choose Eco-Friendly Products: Select biodegradable and
environmentally friendly household and personal care
products to reduce the introduction of harmful chemicals
Into water systems, preserving water quality.

. Raise Awareness: Educate communities about the
Importance of water conservation, pollution prevention,
and the impact of individual actions on water quality,
fostering a collective effort to protect our water

resources.

. Maintain Vehicles and Machinery: Regularly maintain cars,
boats, and other machinery to prevent leaks and spills of
oil, fuel, and other fluids that can contaminate water
sources, safeguarding water quality.

/@DID YOU KNOW?e———

Water is composed of two
elements: Hydrogen and Oxygen.
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