
“Environment” includes water, air and land and the inter-relationship 
which exists among and between water, air and land and human 
beings, other living creatures, plants, micro-organism and 

property. A clean and hygienic environment is crucial for healthy living. 
However, with the ever increasing human population, use of technology 
and developmental activities, human activities have greatly affected the 
quality of the environment we live in today. Pollution levels have increased 
and therefore it has become a necessity to strive for a cleaner environment, 
putting the citizens at the centre. 

Dimapur district lies in the foothills and it is the centre of migration 
from other parts of Nagaland and has become the commercial capital of 
Nagaland with the maximum number of economic activities taking place. 
The rapid growth of population due to migration has put a lot of pressure 
on the city and is now facing several environmental issues.

Taking note of the environmental pressures, the Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board would like to highlight the prominent problems that exist 
and pose as a threat to its denizens. Awareness is key in addressing any 
problematic issue so that necessary precautions can be taken and solutions 
can be brought forward to rectify existing problems. Therefore the 
purpose of highlighting these issues in photographs is in the hope that it 
will capture the attention of the concerned authorities who can look into 
the matter and come out with action plans and solutions. The photos of 
Dimapur highlighted in this issue have been taken over a span of time and 
some scenarios may have changed. The purpose of these photos is just to 
highlight the problems and not with any other intention. It is also expected 
that this will create awareness amongst the people of Dimapur city so that 
together we can make Dimapur city into a clean, safe, healthy, green and 
modern city.
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Dimapur, the commercial hub of Nagaland 
is located at 25°54’45”N 93°44’30”E and is 
bounded by Kohima district on the south and 

east, Karbi Anglong district of Assam (The Lalung - 
Tiwa Hills) on the west and the Karbi Anglong and 
stretch of Golaghat District of Assam, in the west 
and the north with an area of 927 square kilometres. 
With a population of 379,769 and a population 
density of 410 per kilometre square as per 2011 
census, it is the most populous district of Nagaland. 
Unlike other places in the state, this city has a 
heterogeneous mix of people from all over India. 
Besides the dominant Naga tribes who comprise 
about 50% of the city's population, other prominent 
groups include Bengalis, indigeneous Assamese 
communities, Oriyas, Nepalese, Biharis, Marwaris, 
Punjabis and also Tamils and Keralites. In the last 
two decades Tibetan traders have also settled in 
the city. Dimapur is the gateway to Nagaland and 
is connected by rail, road, chopper services and has 
the only functional airport in the state.

Over the years, the urban population in 
Nagaland has been rising rapidly due to reasons 
such as migration from rural to urban areas in 
search of education, employment, healthcare 
and other facilities which are not available in 
rural areas. Also, people from outside the state 
have also migrated to Dimapur as it offers many 
entrepreneurial opportunities, employment and 
livelihood. As a result, the district is experiencing 
a surge in population and increasing urbanization. 
With change in lifestyle and consumption patterns, 
the number of vehicles plying on the roads has 
increased manifold and various developmental 
activities are taking place.

While urbanization and developmental activities 
are important and beneficial to the economy, such 
growth is always accompanied by multiple problems 
especially if urbanization is unplanned and the 
limited urban area and the currently available 
facilities are unable to cope with the pressure of the 
increasing population. The process of unplanned 
urbanization and population growth in Dimapur has 
led to problems like traffic congestion, air pollution, 

water pollution, mismanagement of sewage and 
garbage resulting in dumping and burning of waste 
in inappropriate places and drains being clogged 
with waste.

Some environmental concerns that all 
stakeholders need to be aware about and which 
needs to be addressed are highlighted in this issue.

AIR QUALITY
The deteriorating air quality of Dimapur is 

evident in the reports of the air monitoring results 
conducted by the Nagaland Pollution Control Board. 
The Central Pollution Control Board has identified a 
list of polluted cities in India in which the prescribed 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 
are violated based on the ambient air quality 
data obtained under the National Air Monitoring 
Programme (2011-2015). These cities have been 
classified as non-attainment cities. In Nagaland, 
Dimapur and Kohima have been identified as non-
attainment cities and the Nagaland Pollution Control 
Board has come up with an action plan involving all 
concerned departments to curb the air pollution.

 The annual average concentration of 
Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM) 
during the year 2011 to 2017 in Dimapur shows an 
increasing trend over the years with the highest 
level of 141µg/m3recorded in the year 2017 against 
the permissible annual average limit of 60µg/m3.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS OF DIMAPUR

Note: The red line in the graph indicates the permissible 
limit for Annual Average RSPM
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The major sources of air pollution in Dimapur 
are road dust, vehicular emissions, burning of 
waste, pollution from small scale industries and 
construction and demolition activities.

The badly maintained roads and innumerable 
potholes contribute a lot to the deteriorating 
environment in Dimapur. Vehicles passing through 

the roads give rise to clouds of dust engulfing 
passers-by and nearby buildings, residents and 
trees. The situation worsens during the winter and 
dry seasons when the concentration of Respirable 
Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM) in the air 
increases significantly and poses as health risk 
resulting in respiratory diseases. 

~ Burning of waste outside a furniture shop ~ ~ Dust from Stone crushers ~
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 The bad roads in Dimapur generates a lot of dust 
contributing to air pollution

A dusty road in East Dimapur



Waste management practices in Dimapur are 
haphazard and not at all environment friendly. 
Wastes are seen scattered here and there, all over 
the roadsides and animals such as cows and stray 
dogs are often seen feeding on the waste. 

Littering on the streets and roads by the public is 
an issue that needs to be addressed as well. Laziness, 
carelessness and lack of civic sense have given way 
to a culture of littering and unwillingness to throw 
away waste appropriately. People are seen throwing 
rubbish everywhere and anywhere without thinking 
about it even where public dustbins are being made 
available on the streets and market places in the 
city. The pedestrians getting rid of waste such as 
sweet and chewing gum wrappers, food wrappers, 

used drink bottles, cigarette butts etc. or motorists 
throwing away their waste from vehicles are not 
uncommon. Spitting and blowing of nose on the 
roads and footpaths is also a nuisance. Shopkeepers 
are also seen throwing off their wastes on the streets 
just outside their shops contributing to the dirty 
environment. 

The improper management and disposal of 
waste is not only an eyesore destroying the aesthetic 
beauty of the surroundings but it has also become 
a major challenge having adverse effects on human 
health and the environment as the toxic materials in 
such waste can be blown off or washed into water 
bodies ultimately finding their way into food and 
water causing harm to animals and human beings.

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND DRAINAGE

~ An overflowing community waste bin ~~ Cows feeding on waste dumped on Army defence 
land : Dhobinalla-Army Supply road ~
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~ Shopkeepers getting rid of their waste 
at the end of the day ~

~ Littering in the market places along the railway tracks ~



~ Supermarket area flooded during the rainy season ~ ~ Drain between two adjacent buildings in Midland area  ~
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There is also no proper network of drains in 
Dimapur city and the use of drains as a means of 
getting rid of garbage containing bottles, plastic, 
debris etc. by the citizen is the key factor in the drains 
getting clogged. In the absence of a scientific sewage 
system uncovered drains within the city are filled with 
garbage, hampering water flow. These uncovered 
drains also pose as a danger to pedestrians and are 

breeding grounds for mosquitoes. Encroachment 
of natural drains has also reduced the capacity of 
the surface water to drain off causing floods in the 
low lying areas of Dimapur. During the rainy season, 
the potholes gather water in the absence of good 
drainage resulting in flooding of the streets and 
roads and the unrepaired roads becomes slippery 
and dangerous for vehicles and pedestrians.

~ Desperate measures to curb dumping of waste ~ ~ Where to dump our waste has become a big issue- A portion 
of the present dumping site at Burma Camp, Dimapur ~

~ Stagnant water accumulating on the roads after rains ~



~ An open drain along a dusty unmetalled
road in Dimapur ~

~ Flushing of toilet wastes directly into streams ~
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~ Wastes dumped into drains inhibiting the flow of water ~

Toxic contaminants contributes pollutants to 
water bodies in and around Dimapur. Wastes from 
sewage and latrines containing human excreta and 
urine are also discharged directly into nullahs and 
streams. These pollutants may range from bacteria, 
viruses, protozoa and parasitic worms to oxygen 
demanding wastes which deplete oxygen levels 
in water causing the death of aquatic life. In areas 
where drainage and sanitation are poor, water run 
over the ground during rainstorms, picks up various 
contaminants and pollutes the water sources 
contributing to the spread of diseases. 

The water quality of the Dhansiri, one of the 
major rivers of Nagaland, is degrading because 
of such activities adding to the pollution and 
threatening the river ecosystem. As per the analysis 
report during the year 2017, the Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand (BOD) of the Dhansiri river as it 
exits Dimapur is 5.15 mg/l while the favourable limit  
of BOD is 3 mg/l.

~ Dumping of waste and discharge of untreated sewage in the Dhansiri river ~
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~ People relieving themselves by the roadsides due to lack of civic amenities ~

Another important issue that needs to be 
addressed in urban areas is the need for civic 
amenities such as public urinals and toilets. Urine 
and human faeces are waste products of the body 
and if it is not disposed hygienically, it can become 
the cause of various diseases such as malaria, 
cholera, typhoid, diarrhoea etc by finding their way 

into the body through consumption of food and 
water. 

Open urination is still a common sight in 
Dimapur. The reason behind such poor sanitation 
habits is lack of awareness, shortage of public toilets 
and the few that are available are not maintained 
properly for public use.

CIVIC AMENITIES

Because surface waters 
are contaminated by human 
activities, it is not sufficient to 
meet domestic, agricultural 
or industrial use. As a result, 
ground water is used for 
all these purposes. Over 
exploitation of groundwater 
results in its depletion and 
lowering of water table. Hence 
there should be adequate 
supply of clean water to 
citizens to meet their basic 
requirements.

~ An overhead tank seen in Dimapur ~
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In a fast growing urban society like Dimapur, 
public safety should also be a priority as negligence 
and carelessness can lead to many untoward and 
fatal accidents. Wires loosely hanging randomly from 
electric utility poles, transformers without proper 
enclosure and damaged utility poles from age and 
rust are seen in many places and are dangerous to 

people. Tree branches that come into contact with 
a power line can energize the tree and the ground 
around it creating a very hazardous situation. Stray 
electrical currents can also travel through the soil and 
into metal objects. Simply touching these surfaces, 
especially with bare feet or during a rainstorm, can 
cause an electric shock.

PUBLIC SAFETY

~ Unfenced electric transformer & wires posing danger to pedestrians ~

~ Electric post used as advertisement board stand ~ ~ A gallery of electrical cabling in our skyline which is  
an eyesore~



Dimapur roads are becoming increasingly 
crowded with the significant increase in vehicles 
and the city is facing a lot of traffic congestion. 
Lane dividers offer an effective solution for driver 
and pedestrian safety and also in easing traffic 
congestion. Road dividers help in preventing erratic 
drivers from straying into the path of vehicles 
coming from the opposite direction, thus preventing 
accidents. It also aids in allowing pedestrians to 

cross public roads safely. While permanent road 
dividers have been constructed in some places in 
Dimapur, temporary road dividers are still in use in 
many areas. But with the population and number 
of cars and frequent road accidents, it is becoming 
obvious that permanent road dividers should be 
constructed in order to ensure the safety and well 
being of the citizens.

TRAFFIC
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~ Climbers wrapped around electrical wires ~ ~ A rusted electric pole about to fall off at any moment ~

~ Temporary traffic lane dividers in Dimapur put up and 
removed by the traffic police everyday ~

~ Traffic congestion in Dimapur ~



One of the consequences of urban growth is 
deforestation which has been a rising concern in 
recent decades especially since the recognition that 
it is the cause of climate change. Apart from the 
most important reason that trees supply us with the 
oxygen we breathe, trees also add aesthetic value to 
a place at the same time lowering the temperature 
in hot places like Dimapur by providing shade and 
through transpiration of water. They also act as 

natural barriers for urban noise pollution, helps in 
removal of various air pollutants and improve the 
health and well-being of individuals as well. 

With all these benefits in mind, it is important 
to encourage the protection of existing trees as 
well as plant more trees in our city. Below are some 
instances where trees have fallen prey to human 
activities in Dimapur.

URBAN DEFORESTATION

~ A beautiful avenue tree in Dimapur ~

~ A beautiful avenue tree in Dimapur ~ ~ After felling ~

~ After  felling ~
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The influx of beggars in Dimapur is also increasing at an alarming rate which is also a matter of concern. 
Beggars are seen everywhere scavenging for food amongst the garbage, lying on the streets in unhygienic 
conditions many of whom appearing to be suffering from diseases and barely surviving. At times such 
beggars end up dead on the streets with no living relatives to claim their dead bodies. 

OTHER CONCERNS

BEGGARS 
SEEN 

ON THE 
STREETS OF 

DIMAPUR
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~ Child rag pickers ~



Quacks setting up makeshift shops and posing 
as practitioners of alternative systems of medicine, 
a system that is not legally recognized is also 

becoming a menace. The contents of such medicines 
and treatment may cause more harm than good to 
human health and the environment.

Balancing urban growth is complex and it is 
a daunting task. While authorities are responsible 
for decision making, policy formation and 
implementation, citizens should also be aware of 
their actions and act responsibly at all times. It is 
time that we start to be aware of the consequences 
of our actions and join hands to make Dimapur a 
better place to live in.

All queries and feedback regarding this Newsletter can be addressed to:
Mr. Rusovil John, Member Secretary Nagaland Pollution Control Board & ENVIS Co- ordinator ENVIS Hub, Nagaland 

Signal Point, Dimapur-797112 
 Email : ngc.nagaland@yahoo.com

~ Quacks selling their medicines on the roadside ~

NAGALAND POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
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CITY 
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